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Looking Beyond the Ordinary 
Everything that Glitters Ain’t Gold 

An unapologetically Black YA Read 
Fame, clout, money, and popularity; Jade Williams, a freelance hip 
hop dancer, has everything any high school senior could want, 
including the finest, flyest basketball player in school, Mike 
Harrison. Raised by her rich mother to believe that as long as she 
has status, money, and the perfect man, her future will always be 
bright, Jade will do whatever it takes to uphold her mother’s 
expectations. That is, until she becomes curious about a not so 
ordinary guy, who happens to be the school’s most bullied student. 
The more she feeds her curiosity and gets to know him while 
planning for life after high school, the more she realizes she faces an 
important decision: choosing a life of pettiness, pride, and 
popularity, or walking a path towards empathy, compassion, and 
love. 

_______________________________________ 
 
 

About the Author 

Janee Thompson has been writing books and fanfiction 
since she was twelve years old and would have never 
thought she’d actually become an author! Janee grew up in 
Southeastern Wisconsin. She is a middle school educator 
and graduated with a BS in Elementary Education with 
minors in English and Creative Writing. She also holds a 
Masters’ in Educational Leadership and Policy Analysis. 
Janee is a lover of all things Black! She is either currently 
reading or shopping for clothes online! 
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De-sensationalizing Racism in Diverse YA Books 

Experiences of Love & Growth Among Ordinary Black Teens 
  
Madison, WI, April 1, 2020 — Police brutality. Gun Violence. Mass incarceration. Falsely 

accused for a crime not committed. Trying to feel accepted for existing while Black. Sound 

familiar? These are common themes when reading and discussing books that have strong 

Black characters in the contemporary Young Adult genre today. These topics dominate the 

conversation amongst Black teens in classrooms, movie theatres, and at dinner tables. 

However, it’s time that we expand our ideas of Blackness in literature – we can and do exist 

outside of the command of white supremacy. Whiteness does not consume our daily lives. 

There is room for stories of simply being a flawed young adult going through the rites of 

passage of falling in love, breaking from their parents’ authority, realizing their 

wrongdoings, maintaining friendships, and navigating the road to adulthood… all while 

being unapologetically Black. 
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Looking Beyond the Ordinary does just that. It tells the very complex stories of two Black 

high school seniors, Jade Williams and Jarell Hendricks, who come from very different 

walks of life with even starker differences in their outlook on how to live. Yet, their worlds 

merge together by external forces, pushing them to re-evaluate and prioritize what is 

important in their lives – and ultimately, to notice what had largely gone missing in their 

familial and peer relationships. These two characters never have to worry about their 

Blackness – they just are, and it is never questioned. They are immersed in a world of those 

who look like them, and yes, these pockets of pure Blackness does exist in many places. 

This intentional absence of systemic whiteness and the pressure of the white gaze laced 

between the prose allows for the nuances in Jade and Jarell’s story to come full throttle, 

gripping the emotions and hearts of the reader. A diverse perspective in Black literature we 

all deserve to read. 

 

To purchase a copy of Looking Beyond the Ordinary, head to Amazon or Barnes and Noble. 

 

Janee’ Thompson is an educator, author, and blogger, with her debut novel Looking Beyond 

the Ordinary set to publish April 1, 2020. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary 

Education with minors in English and Creative Writing. She also has a Master’s Degree in 

Educational Leadership and Policy Analysis. She is currently shopping for clothes online, 

baking cookies, or playing videogames on the Xbox if she isn’t reading or writing. 
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